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 By Pastor Rusty Hayes 

                                                                                                                                                                                      John 3:16 

Perhaps the most famous verse in the world is John 3:16. For years, almost every sports event had someone holding                                                             

up a sign with John 3:16 on it. It’s not uncommon for children to list it as their favorite verse. And even people who 

never attend church find it warmly familiar. But have you ever thought of it as a Christmas verse? Christmas, after all, 

celebrates the reality of God’s love. And John 3:16 specifically is about that topic. Let’s break the verse down into four 

Christmas principles.  

 

1.  Love came down for the world. 

 

For God so loved the world . . . (John 3:16a) 

 

Think about this first statement carefully. God so loved the world. The sentence in the original biblical Greek is constructed to emphasize 

God’s love. In other words, this phrase is saying, “God really, deeply, extraordinarily, from the depths of His heart loved the world.” 

What makes this so remarkable is not that the fact that God loves. Certainly any conception of a good God would have to include love. 

But what makes this passage so remarkable is the object of God’s love . . . the world. The world is a bad place. Pick up your newspaper 

and you’ll read of murder, greed, lust, selfishness and a whole host of other major problems. We are creatures plagued with deep issues. 

We are not attractive to a perfect being. Yet, He so loves us! 

Years ago, when my youngest daughter was three, she was in a school play dressed as a cow. Well, plagued with the thought that I would 

be a terrible dad if I didn’t videotape every play my kids ever performed in, I charged up the huge video camera we had then, focused the 

lens directly on her, and started to record. Imagine my surprise when the first image was of her picking her nose in front of God and all 

creation! It wasn’t her most attractive moment. But here’s the deal. Why did I take the time to bring her to the play, unpack a camera that 

could kill an elephant, and video tape her concert? Because I love her. I deeply, deeply adore her, from the depths of my heart. Or, to use 

biblical language, I so love her. 

We’re part of the world that love came down for and we are messes. Every single one of us has flaws, and I mean deep flaws. There are 

things about us that are ugly and make us cringe to even think about. In some sense, we all have our fingers in our noses. But you know 

what. God adores us! Love came down for the world!  

 

2.  Love came down through sacrifice.  

 

. . . that he gave his one and only Son . . . (John 3:16b) 

 

It’s remarkable that God loves us, but can you imagine how much God must love His son? If you read about the life of Jesus in the Bible, 

you can’t help but fall in love with Him. His life includes touching the sick, feeding the hungry, and loving the outcast. He is the kindest 

person to ever walk the planet. And he showed up on Christmas morning as a precious baby in a manger. Can you imagine how hard it 

must have been for God the Father to give up that child at the first Christmas? That’s how much love came down to us! What sacrifice! 

 

You may be thinking, “God doesn’t love me. How could He love me with all my problems? I don’t even love myself.” Well, I want to 

encourage you to look at the manger and the cross. God so loved you that He gave His one and only Son to give you the great news that 

you can be forgiven and have peace with God forever. God gave Jesus to the earth to give us forgiveness and peace with Him.  

 

3.  Love came down to those who believe. 

 

. . .that whoever believes in him . . . (John 3:16c) 

 

Have you ever found a perfect gift for someone and you just knew, “Yes, this is it! This is the best gift I could give!” Well, that’s what the 

gift of Jesus is like.  

But, as with an any gift, there is one requirement that you and I have to fulfill in order to get it. We have to accept the gift! The gift will 

not be ours until we actually reach out and receive it.  

John 3:16 says that God has a present for you this Christmas and it’s an eternal, intimate, wonderful relationship with Him that will touch 

every area of your life. It will give you better health and meaning, improve your relationships, guide you to your purpose in life, and give 

you a pipeline to the greatest counselor in the universe, God’s Holy Spirit. But the requirement is that you have to receive the gift. The 

word “believes” above has the connotation of receiving. It means to trust that Jesus was the Son of God and accept His death on the cross 

alone as the payment for your sins.  

You may not know God. You know about Him and admire Him; but you don’t know Him in your heart. Your inner life isn’t intimate 

with Him. It’s like you watch Him on television, but He’s never been in your living room. Yet somewhere deep inside of you there is a 

hole. You know something is missing. That void is Jesus . . .  an intimate, life-transforming, deep relationship with God. And God is of-

fering you that gift today. 

If you haven’t accepted that gift, why not do it this Christmas?  

 

4.  Love came down to lift us up. 

 

. . . shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16d) 

 

What does it mean to accept the gift of Jesus, the gift of Christmas? It means eternal life starting now and moving on into the afterlife. It 

means having a big dose of God in this life and living in Heaven after death. It means God lifts us up eternally. 

 

One of my favorite Christmas carols is “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” Remember the line, “God and sinners reconciled?” That’s talking 

about the payment of Jesus on the cross so that we sinners can be reconciled to God. That’s why Jesus came. Christmas isn’t just about 

silver and gold, greeting cards, and Santa Clause. It is about eternal life. This Christmas, be lifted up because the love of God Himself 

actually came down for you. Merry Christmas!!! 

Dr. Rusty Hayes 

Senior Pastor 



 
December 

2011 
 

3 pages 

 

 

 

 

 

Mom’s Day Out is a ministry of First Free Church dedicated to providing 

support for mothers of young children through quality, Christ-centered child care. 

First Evangelical Free Church * 2223 N. Mulford * Rockford  * 815.877.7046 * www.momsdayout.net 

Thank you Mom’s Day Out families 
for helping us support GiGi’s Play-
house this past month.  We collect-
ed: 26 containers of antibacterial 
wipes, 11 bottles of cleaning spray, 
9 bottles of dish soap, 2 bottles of 
toilet cleaner, 1 cleanser, 1 hand 
soap, 10 bags of snacks plus a $100 
gift card to Office Max! It was such 
a joy delivering all of these dona-
tions to the Playhouse. They were 
so appreciative! Thanks for your 
generous giving. 

HOURS:    Monday-Thursday 9-2  

Wednesday 5:30-8:30  

Saturday 4:30-6:30 

Sunday 9-12 Visit www.scrollbookstore.net 

READING PROGRAM FINISHERS!!!! H
AVE 

YOU GOTTEN YOUR PRIZE AND BOOK YET? 

Don’t forget to stop by our church bookstore, 

The Scroll, and get your prize from the Treasure 

Chest plus pick out a children’s book for 50% 

In November we were busy making our Thanksgiving crafts and thanking God for all of our blessings. Isn’t it won-

derful how each season brings us blessings? We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your families. 

  There is nothing like that first snowflake on your tongue and realizing what an icy miracle that the snowflake is. 

We hope you are enjoying all of God’s miracles with your little ones.  

What a wonderful exciting time of the year this is! How wonderful to be able to celebrate the birth of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Aren’t family traditions wonderful? In teacher Hazel’s family, we have a birthday cake for Jesus 

that the children decorate any way they want. Then we stop in the midst of all the excitement of Christmas Day 

and sing Happy Birthday to Jesus as they proudly display their decorated cake. It is always amazing how that cake 

always tastes wonderful even with the mounds of candy decorations on it.  

Our little Butterflies are having fun playing together and making friends. We also have been very busy working on 

our Christmas Crafts and having fun doing this.  They will be coming home soon. We are making a special gift for 

you too.   We all learned a new song to dance to. As soon as Teacher Fran puts on the song everyone is up and 

dancing. It is very cute to see the children really listen to see what the next step will be. They sure are having 

fun doing this dance. Hope they are doing it for you at home. 

For the Christmas program the children will proudly wear red or green wings and walk across the stage. This you 

won’t want to miss! 

We will be starting “Special Days” for your children soon. Each child will have a day where they will have their own 

special day or birthday day celebration. They will wear a crown and feel very special!  

Thank you so much for continuing to label everything. It sure makes our day so much easier when we know that we 

can get all items back to the owner.   As always, if you have any questions or concerns please let us know. 

We hope all of our Butterfly Families have a blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Christmas is a spe-

cial time for families to grow memories as we celebrate the miracle of Jesus’ birth.  

Christmas Blessings, 

Teachers, Hazel & Fran 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
Bear Burch 12/5/09 

SPECIAL WELCOME TO 
Johanna 



 
 

 

 

Fri, Dec 2nd ~ Special Visitor Mary  
“Mary” will be visiting the Chimps, Fish, Giraffes, Lions & Mice classes to tell her story of the an-
gel’s good news. 
 

Dec. 2nd & 5th ~ Tumbili House 
If your child is in the Hippos, Chimps, Fish, Lions, Giraffes, or Mice, they will be going to the play-
ground today.  Please be sure that your child wears socks. 

 
Fri, Dec 9th ~ MDO Christmas Program 12:00 
Parents, extended family and friends of all of the children in the program are invite to attend 
MDO’s annual Christmas program. 
 

Mon, Dec 12th ~ Carols by the Tree 
All the classes except the Caterpillars will gather around the tree for a special review of the Christ-
mas story and carols. 
 

The last day of  Mom’s Day Out in December is MONDAY, DECEMBER 12TH! 

Fri, Dec 16th through (and including) Mon, Jan 2nd ~ Winter Break 
Enjoy the Winter Break with your children!  We look forward to seeing you back at Mom’s Day 

Out on Friday, January 6th! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Mom’s Day Out Christmas Program is a hit every 

year!  Make sure you put Friday, December 9th on your 

calendar and plan on meeting in the Main Sanctuary here 

at First Free at noon.  Invite grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

neighbors to come here the good news of Christ’s birth 

shared through the music from your children.  See you 

there! 

What are you waiting for? Mom’s Day Out is now on Facebook!  
“Like” us and you will have access to current information about 

what is happening in your child’s classroom.  

December 14th 
Christmas 

Brunch  
 

Speaker Tonia Darge 
RSVP to Laura Nothnagel at  

mrsreading@yahoo.com by Dec. 6 
if childcare is needed.   


